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INDIA WEEK AT BIELEFELD, GERMANY - 17- 23 MAY 2003

Focussed Business to Business Meet, Indian Art and Culinary spread as well as cultural exchange for a week.

Germany was witness to a new image of India- that of a global player- as a weeklong India focus was organised by the Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Bielefeld, Germany and the Indo German Chamber of Commerce Bangalore, India. From 19th to 23rd May 2003.

The main objective of the event was to establish and intensify business links between companies located in the region and those from India. The Event was inaugurated by the Indian Ambassador to Germany Mr ATC Rangachari and the German Ambassador to India Mr Heimo Richter. They gave an overview of the present economic -political policy between the two countries and the opportunities for cooperation in the economic sector. "India and Germany are equal partners today, and the new equation should strengthen the economic cooperation " said Mr Rangachari. The President of the Chambers of Commerce of Industry, Bielefeld, Mr Herbert Sommer gave an overview about the economic ties between India and Germany and the future outlook for sustained cooperation. "Successful entrepreneurial activities consist not only of manufacturing and selling but knowledge about culture, society and mentality of clients" said Mr Herbert Sommer. 

The  Highlight of the  week was a  "Information Technology Made in India" Session, held on 20th of May at the famous Heinz Nixdorf Museum at Paderborn. Persentations. Presentations were made by Mr Manish Khandelwal, TATA Infotech, Mr Girish Mahajan ICICI Bank, Ms Radha Bhatia, RDMS, Mr Ulf Ueberschauer, Commerz Bank, Dr Hans Joerg Staehle, Ministry of Education and Research Govt. of Germany and Ms Anandi Iyer Indo German Chamber of Commerce, Bangalore. India's role and competence as an IT power as well as a very attractive destination for outsourcing was underlined during this session which had more than 60 participants from German Industry. 

An interesting session which covered the socio-cultural aspects of doing Business with India was the " Proven practical business concepts". Mr C T John from Siemens, Mr Ulf Ueberschauer from Comerzbank and Dr Satish Batra from Horizons gave excellent tips for working effectively in India.

On 23rd May Biotechnology and Ayurveda were the focus sectors. On the whole nearly 700 German delegates participated in the Meet.

German Companies from this region are mainly from machine building, metal and plastic processing, electrical, pharmaceutical and chemical industry as well as medical equipment. Approximately 300 companies from this region have business links with India out of which 60 firms have their own representation, set-up or production unit in India. World renowned names such as Dr Oetker, Gildemeister, and Claas have their headquarters here.

To give the German hosts a snapshot of India cultural art and cuisine, several events were organized throughout the week. These included an art Exhibition by Parthiv Shah which gave an insight into contemporary India, a book reading session by Meera Nair, author of the book Video, and an Indian Gala Dinner organized by Moevenpick Hotel.

At the end of the week, the industrial township of Bielefeld had definitely revised its opinion of India. Summed up aptly in the words of Mr Harald Grefe Deputy Head of the Chamber of Industry and Commerce Bielefeld " What we have heard and experienced this week, makes us want to take the next flight to India- if some haven't done so already!!!

For latest photos of the event please visit: www.ostwestfalen-meets.com
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